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Start Here
Anyone interested in learning about China’s military capabilities would do themselves a big favor by starting with 
three unclassified reports that provide a useful grounding and can help customers refine their RFIs

PLA Aerospace Power: A Primer on Trends in China’s Military Air, Space, 
and Missile Forces – produced by the Air Force’s China Aerospace Studies 
Institute this is a fantastic introduction to China’s multi-domain capabilities from 
ISR, to fires and sustainment and the information domain LINK 

DoD Annual Report to Congress - Military and Security Developments 
Involving the PRC - 2023 - This 212-page report is comprehensive in laying 
out PRC strategy, PLA force structure and capabilities and expanding global 
presence and participation in exercises as well as notable trends in technology, 
lessons learned and other topics LINK

DIA’s China Military Power Report from 2019 provides an excellent 
starting point for understanding the modern PLA 
LINK

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Research/Other-Topics/2024-07-16%20Primer%204th%20ed.pdf
https://media.defense.gov/2023/Oct/19/2003323409/-1/-1/1/2023-MILITARY-AND-SECURITY-DEVELOPMENTS-INVOLVING-THE-PEOPLES-REPUBLIC-OF-CHINA.PDF
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/China_Military_Power.pdf
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This briefing is UNCLASSIFIEDCentral repository of TRADOC G-2 and Army resources on China
https://oe.tradoc.army.mil/how-china-fights/

Go Deeper

https://oe.tradoc.army.mil/how-china-fights/
https://armypubs.army.mil/epubs/DR_pubs/DR_a/ARN34236-ATP_7-100.3-001-WEB-3.pdf
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TRADOC G-2 Youtube Channel

Our ThreatMinute videos introduce the PLA’s tactics in 
short, easy to follow videos 

OPFOR Actors https://youtube.com/shorts/KQx2aRuv3XI?feature=share
OPFOR Adaptive Strategies https://youtube.com/shorts/4S7-QZbx7F0?feature=share
PLAA Control Zones – Offensive https://youtube.com/shorts/EOJrErk2jvU?feature=share
PLAA Control Zones - Defensive https://youtube.com/shorts/dfnPLRM4zcY?feature=share
PLAA Force Groupings - Offensive https://youtube.com/shorts/auywjn0M79w?feature=share
PLAA Force Groupings - Defensive https://youtube.com/shorts/q6qoTUBWyU0?feature=share
PLAA BDE Structures (ov) https://youtube.com/shorts/MMasEN8KQkY?feature=share
PLAA Heavy Brigade Structure https://youtube.com/shorts/m5wTWrMOisM?feature=share
PLAA Medium BDE Structure https://youtube.com/shorts/eA5XFCdgA00?feature=share
PLAA Light Brigade Structure- https://youtube.com/shorts/10FANNp3U3M?feature=share
PLAA Fire Support https://youtube.com/shorts/14GB3R_xxBY?feature=share
PLAA Engineers https://youtube.com/shorts/SM3oOn7kwzI?feature=share

https://www.youtube.com/@TRADOCG2/videos

https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FKQx2aRuv3XI%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D8008nwYkxgbXyIjFvx9jYPMBKzQYtHHZ5npqXaUdiY%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2F4S7-QZbx7F0%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RiAxTp0xAYON8r3jUqgbHUUH9VNsIGAqThdEtV6bepg%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FEOJrErk2jvU%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xJhcfii6P7I29uP0kADqdxtwEBz7tghqxWwAR5W%2Fet0%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FdfnPLRM4zcY%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V41anpACghv6vEPOGJXo4fnknUMGnaGAooTRxmLEAAM%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2Fauywjn0M79w%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TK9ZkI1luuLo8B0rHIB0%2Bts3xCCgU8NXSgQiUixT5kw%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2Fq6qoTUBWyU0%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=haotWEKZZEhpd60qnjejtX2DFwfFkqp%2FzpQ%2BHPUeBIY%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FMMasEN8KQkY%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mSpS7lFcIIHOVlCanbetKU8M0cnhHLXRaEKKGsWGldE%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2Fm5wTWrMOisM%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kr7xQRez9eo5XsVJ25STo%2BB3hM52rqEh2JHMcQ68Siw%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FeA5XFCdgA00%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=69SrG2NzE1VICZ2YYuhAbKNcNO%2BB6is4GmnowWAG6rw%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2F10FANNp3U3M%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dYLarQhe9gCJuWEbbALrw8f4MfUlV1ixHaRYuuy21gg%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2F14GB3R_xxBY%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Twy8PqDbx8bD4%2Fu7hiAJt5x9usMEw4SUzceq7SJbcg%3D&reserved=0
https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutube.com%2Fshorts%2FSM3oOn7kwzI%3Ffeature%3Dshare&data=05%7C01%7Cpeter.a.wood9.civ%40army.mil%7C6eb958e83c404648560b08dbb48a577b%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638302278480649001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ua%2FjbzT6wPsZCtGbCBe2eR6hFN%2FMdGqYeEy6inAvy6I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/@TRADOCG2/videos
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Foreign Military Studies Office

FMSO's Operational Environment Watch provides translated selections 
and analysis from a diverse range of foreign articles and other media that 
our analysts believe will give military and security experts an added 
dimension to their critical thinking about the Operational Environment

https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/

https://community.apan.org/wg/tradoc-g2/fmso/
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Foreign Perspective Briefs – Research grounded on 
authoritative foreign language materials

Latest – Chinese Concepts of Close Air Support
https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/2023/the-peoples-liberation-armys-
evolving-close-air-support-capability-kevin-mccauley/ 

Military DIME (M-DIME) Research Project – assessments of Chinese & Russian 
influence in countries of interest - https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/military-dime-
research-project/ 

Other FMSO Publications

https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/2023/the-peoples-liberation-armys-evolving-close-air-support-capability-kevin-mccauley/
https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/2023/the-peoples-liberation-armys-evolving-close-air-support-capability-kevin-mccauley/
https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/military-dime-research-project/
https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/military-dime-research-project/
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Military

Politics & Foreign Policy

Economics & 
Development

Technology & Innovation

UC San Diego/Study 
of Innovation and 

Technology in China

Center for the 
Study of 
Chinese 

Military Affairs

Reliable Sources of Analysis

OE
Watch

These are in my opinion the best sources of analysis 
on these topics. Many RFIs can be answered, or at 
least refined, by first checking the existing literature 
from these sources – links on following page

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Does not include blogs, newsletters, or think that largely focus on U.S. policy (CNAS), or those that only sporadically have China content, or do not have a direct regional focus as Johns Hopkins APL (https://www.jhuapl.edu/NewsPublications/Publications ) which has had excellent, but periodic or project focused coverage
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Recommended Sources
Operational Environment Watch https://fmso.tradoc.army.mil/ 
China Landing Zone (TRADOC G-2 Portal) https://oe.tradoc.army.mil/how-china-fights/ 
Asian Studies Detachment (US Army) Available via CAC-enabled portals 

Military
China Landpower Studies Center https://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/CLSC/ 
China Maritime Studies Institute (USN) https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi/ 
China Aerospace Studies Institute (USAF) https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/ 
Center for the Study of Chinese Military Affairs (NDU) https://inss.ndu.edu/ 
RAND https://www.rand.org/topics/china.html 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace https://carnegieendowment.org/regions/251 
Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative (CSIS) https://amti.csis.org/ 

Politics & Foreign Policy
China Brief (Jamestown Foundation) https://jamestown.org/programs/cb/ 
ChinaMed https://www.chinamed.it/ 
China-Global South Project https://chinaglobalsouth.com/ 
China Leadership Monitor https://www.prcleader.org/ 
German Marshall Fund (GMF) https://www.gmfus.org/asia-program 
China Media Project https://chinamediaproject.org/ 
ChinaPower (CSIS)/ CSIS: Interpret China https://chinapower.csis.org/ ; https://interpret.csis.org/translations 
ChinaVitae https://www.chinavitae.com/ 
ChinaFile (Asia Society Blog) https://www.chinafile.com/ 
National Bureau of Asian Research https://www.nbr.org/ 

Technology & Innovation
Australian Strategic Policy Institute https://www.aspi.org.au/ 
Center for Security & Emerging Technology (CSET) https://cset.georgetown.edu/ 
C4ADS https://c4ads.org/reports 
UC San Diego – Institute for Study of Innovation and 
Technology in China

https://escholarship.org/uc/igcc_sitc (old); https://ucigcc.org/category/publication/

Economics & Development
MacroPolo https://macropolo.org/ 
Peterson Institute for International Economics https://www.piie.com/research/china 
U.S-China Economic & Security Review Commission 
(Congress)

https://www.uscc.gov/research 

Stanford Center on China’s Economy and Institutions https://sccei.fsi.stanford.edu/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Collected by Peter Wood. Most sources report on multiple topics--categories are not absolute. The following is intended purely as a resource to assist with research on China and inclusion does not imply endorsement of any position taken by the included institution and publications. 
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https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/
https://inss.ndu.edu/
https://www.rand.org/topics/china.html
https://carnegieendowment.org/regions/251
https://amti.csis.org/
https://jamestown.org/programs/cb/
https://www.chinamed.it/
https://chinaglobalsouth.com/
https://www.prcleader.org/
https://www.gmfus.org/asia-program
https://chinamediaproject.org/
https://chinapower.csis.org/
https://interpret.csis.org/translations
https://www.chinavitae.com/
https://www.chinafile.com/
https://www.nbr.org/
https://www.aspi.org.au/
https://cset.georgetown.edu/
https://c4ads.org/reports
https://escholarship.org/uc/igcc_sitc
https://ucigcc.org/category/publication/
https://macropolo.org/
https://www.piie.com/research/china
https://www.uscc.gov/research
https://sccei.fsi.stanford.edu/


Victory Starts Here! UNCLASSIFED

UNCLASSIFIED

9

These are some of the most foundational public studies of China – most people would benefit 
from starting here: 

• Joel Wuthnow et. al, The PLA Beyond Borders: Chinese Military Operations in Regional and 
Global Context, NDU, 2019 https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-
borders/990-059-NDU-PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf

• Roger Cliff, Roy Kamphausen et.al., Enabling a More Externally Focused and Operational 
PLA – 2020 PLA Conference Papers (Carlisle Barracks, PA: US Army War College Press, 
2022), https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/951 

• Roy Kamphausen, The People of the PLA 2.0 (US Army War College Press, 2021), 
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/944 

Essential Reading on the PLA

https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-borders/990-059-NDU-PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-borders/990-059-NDU-PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/951
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/944
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Amphibious Capabilities:
Erickson, Andrew S.; Kennedy, Conor M.; and Martinson, Ryan D., 
"Study No. 8, Chinese Amphibious Warfare: Prospects for a Cross-
Strait Invasion" (2024). CMSI Studies in China Maritime 
Development. 8.
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/8  

Greyzone Operations: 
Erickson, Andrew S. and Martinson, Ryan, "Study No. 7, China's 
Maritime Gray Zone Operations" (2024). CMSI Studies in Chinese 
Maritime Development. 7. https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-
studies/7 

Recommended Studies by the China Maritime Studies Institute

The US Naval War College’s China Maritime Studies Institute is one of the premier 
institutions producing high-quality analysis of Chinese military capabilities. The 
following conference volumes collect extremely relevant perspectives on 
everything from an amphibious landing on Taiwan to the maritime militia.

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/8
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/7
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/7
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English Translations of Primary Sources

Key Documents – Don’t just let people tell you about how Chinese leaders think – see 
what they prioritize in some of the most important documents published by the PRC

White Papers & Speeches:
• China’s National Defense in the New Era, July 2019 
 Why Read? This official white paper laid out the priorities for the post-2016 reform PLA and 

remains a useful starting point for understanding China’s security priorities 

• Xi Jinping's Work Report to the 20th Party Congress
 Why Read? The Chinese Communist Party Congress Work Reports are somewhat akin to a 

'State of the Union' but given every five years and lay out Xi’ Jinping’s priorities for national 
development, foreign policy and military affairs through 2027. It is worth reading in its 
entirety, but you absolutely should read section XII pp 48-50 on the military. 

Books:
• The Science of Military Strategy (2020 Revision), PRC National Defense University
 Why read? The Science of Military Strategy is a textbook used by China’s National Defense 

University for senior PLA officer PME and lays out more comprehensive analysis of topics of 
interest. 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/Display/Article/2538677/in-their-own-words-2019-chinas-national-defense-in-the-new-era/
https://airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-11-04%20Full%20text%20of%20the%20report%20to%20the%2020th%20National%20Congress%20of%20the%20Communist%20Party%20of%20China.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-01-26%202020%20Science%20of%20Military%20Strategy.pdf
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We are all busy with work and our lives but podcasts and newsletters can help keep 
abrest of important developments 

• Drumtower by The Economist - short, less formal and often funny takes by The Economist's China team. 
Always informative and goes beyond the news to cover cultural issues as well which keeps it interesting.  
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/drum-tower/id1651657142

• The China History Podcast - long running series by a businessman who has lived and worked in China 
for years that covers huge amount of interesting topics. I first started listening to this when I was a grad 
student in China over a decade ago so there is plenty of content. From the history of Tea to Taiwan 
(which they did a 15[!] -part series on) they've got you covered -
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-china-history-podcast/id489369498

Newsletters /Blogs
• Tracking People's Daily which provides detailed analysis of People’s Daily (the main CCP mouthpiece 

newspaper) https://trackingpeoplesdaily.substack.com/

• Discourse Power - a great effort by Israeli scholar Tuvia Gering which does detailed analysis of CCP 
global Information Operations  https://discoursepower.substack.com/

• US thinktank Center for Naval Analyses now does a semi-regular roundup of important news on the PLA 
- https://www.cna.org/our-media/newsletters/pla-update

China Podcasts & Newsletters

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/drum-tower/id1651657142
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-china-history-podcast/id489369498
https://trackingpeoplesdaily.substack.com/
https://discoursepower.substack.com/
https://www.cna.org/our-media/newsletters/pla-update
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Our Strategy: 
Department of Defense and Office of the Director of National Intelligence, National Security Space Strategy 
Unclassified Summary, Jan. 2011 
https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/Newsroom/Reports%20and%20Pubs/2011_nationalsecurityspacestrategy.pdf 

Overview of the Threat: 
"Challenges to Security in Space: Space Reliance in an Era of Competition and Expansion," Defense Intelligence 
Agency, 2022. 
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Documents/News/Military_Power_Publications/Challenges_Security_Space_2022.pdf 

Declassified National Intelligence Estimate: Chinese Space Activities Will Increasingly Challenge US Interests Through 
2030 (April 2021), https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/NICM-Declassified-Chinese-Space-
Activities-through-2030--2022.pdf 

Translated book from the Chinese Academy of Military Sciences by the China Aerospace Studies
Institute, USAF
Lectures on the Science of Space Operations (2012), Beijing: Military Sciences Press, 2012. 
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-08-
12%20Lectures%20on%20the%20Science%20of%20Space%20Operations.pdf  

Understanding the Big Picture – China’s Supporting Architecture for Space Operations: 
China’s Ground Segment: Peter Wood with Alex Stone and Taylor Lee, “Building the Pillars of a Great Space Power – 
China’s Ground Segment,” China Aerospace Studies Institute, March 2021. 
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Research/Space/2021-03-
01%20Chinas%20Ground%20Segment.pdf

China Space Issues

https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/Newsroom/Reports%20and%20Pubs/2011_nationalsecurityspacestrategy.pdf
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Documents/News/Military_Power_Publications/Challenges_Security_Space_2022.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/NICM-Declassified-Chinese-Space-Activities-through-2030--2022.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/NICM-Declassified-Chinese-Space-Activities-through-2030--2022.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-08-12%20Lectures%20on%20the%20Science%20of%20Space%20Operations.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Translations/2022-08-12%20Lectures%20on%20the%20Science%20of%20Space%20Operations.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Research/Space/2021-03-01%20Chinas%20Ground%20Segment.pdf
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/Research/Space/2021-03-01%20Chinas%20Ground%20Segment.pdf
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This briefing is UNCLASSIFIED

Recommended Reading on Taiwan

Taiwanese Politics and Society
• Highly Recommended – recent and thorough: Sullivan, Jonathan & Nachman, Lev. Taiwan: A 

Contested Democracy Under Threat, Agenda Publishing, October 2023
• Bush, Richard C. Difficult Choices: Taiwan's Quest for Security and the Good Life. Brookings 

Institution Press, 2021.
• For the deepest of dives: Fell, Dafydd. Government and Politics in Taiwan. Taylor and Francis, 2018. 

General Resources
• Excellent collection of resources available on Stanford Prof Kharis Templeman's website 

https://www.kharistempleman.com/taiwan-studies-resources.html 

• The University of Nottingham's Taiwan Studies Program has a blog with regular coverage of topics of 
interest https://taiwaninsight.org/ 

• Global Taiwan Institute is a non-profit with strong links to the DPP. It has regular coverage of mainland 
and Taiwan security issues. https://globaltaiwan.org/ 

• If you want to learn more about Taiwanese elections I recommend Nathan Batto’s blog Frozen Garlic (the 
title is a pun in Chinese) https://frozengarlic.wordpress.com

Comment: Blogs, programs and publications wax in wane in quality, frequency of output and even editorial bias. The following 
are some of the most prominent or easy to access sources on Taiwan but analysis may come with an agenda. Do not take 
everything on face value

https://www.kharistempleman.com/taiwan-studies-resources.html
https://taiwaninsight.org/
https://globaltaiwan.org/
https://frozengarlic.wordpress.com/
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Primary Sources in English:
These provide essential snapshots of how Taiwanese military and civilian leadership approach critical issues
“Taiwan Quadrennial Defense Review: The Republic of China (2021)," ROCMND, March 2021. https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/2021-Taiwan-Quadrennial-Defense-Review-QDR.pdf 

ROC National Defense Report 2021, ROC MND, 2021. https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Taiwan-National-
Defense-Report-2021.pdf   

Book: 
Easton, Ian. The Chinese Invasion Threat: Taiwan’s Defense and American Strategy in Asia. Eastbridge Books, 2017. A now-dated 
perspective heavily skewed towards Taiwanese narratives but includes a solid overview of PRC writings on a possible invasion. 

NDU Conference series on Taiwan invasion scenarios:
Joel Wuthnow et. al, Eds. Crossing the Strait China’s Military Prepares for War with Taiwan, National Defense University 2022. 
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/crossing-the-strait/crossing-the-strait.pdf 

Excellent conference papers by the China Maritime Studies Institute on the PLA’s ability to invade Taiwan
• Lonnie D. Henley, Beyond the First Battle: Overcoming a Protracted Blockade of Taiwan, US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies Institute, 8 

March 2023, https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1025&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• Tom Fox, "The PLA Army's New Helicopters: An "Easy Button" for Crossing the Taiwan Strait?," US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies 

Institute, 20 December 2021, https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1016&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• Kevin McCauley, Logistics Support for a Cross-Strait Invasion: The View from Beijing, US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies Institute, 

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1021&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• Dennis J. Blasko, The PLA Army Amphibious Force, US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies Institute, 27 April 2022. https://digital-

commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• Cristina Garafola, "The PLA Airborne Corps in a Joint Island Landing Campaign,"  US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies Institute, 10 March 

2022, https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• John Chen, Joel Wuthnow, "Chinese Special Operations in a Large-Scale Island Landing," US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies Institute, 

21 January 2022, https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1017&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 
• Conor Kennedy, The New Chinese Marine Corps: A "Strategic Dagger" in a Cross-Strait Invasion, US Naval War College - China Maritime Studies 

Institute, 13 October 2021, https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=cmsi-maritime-reports 

Exercise caution when accessing foreign websites. When possible, use a VPN and cached versions 

https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-Taiwan-Quadrennial-Defense-Review-QDR.pdf
https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-Taiwan-Quadrennial-Defense-Review-QDR.pdf
https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Taiwan-National-Defense-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.ustaiwandefense.com/tdnswp/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Taiwan-National-Defense-Report-2021.pdf
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/crossing-the-strait/crossing-the-strait.pdf
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1025&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1016&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1021&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1019&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1017&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1014&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
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Studies
Start Here: 
 "How the People’s Republic of China Seeks to Reshape the Global Information Environment" Global 

Engagement Center (US State Department) 28 September 2023. https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-
how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-information-environment/

 Dr. Paul CHARON, Dr. Jean-Baptiste JEANGÈNE VILMER,"CHINESE INFLUENCE OPERATIONS: A 
Machiavellian Moment," Institute for Strategic Research (France), October 2021 
https://www.irsem.fr/report.html This exhaustive (600+ page) study of PRC influence breaks down key 
organizations, roles and connections in a well-sourced but easy to read format. 

• Alex Joske, "The party speaks for you," ASPI, 9 June 2020. https://www.aspi.org.au/report/party-speaks-you 
• Written Testimony of Peter Mattis - U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission  “China’s Global 

Influence and Interference Activities”, USCC, 23 March 2023. https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
03/Peter_Mattis_Testimony.pdf  

• Anne-Marie Brady, ‘Magic weapons: China’s political influence activities under Xi Jinping’, Wilson Center, 
September 2017, www.wilsoncenter.org/article/magic-weapons-chinas-political-influence-activities-under-xi-
jinping 

• Jonas Parello-Plesner, Belinda Li, "The Chinese Communist Party's Foreign Interference Operations: How 
the U.S. and Other Democracies Should Respond," Hudson Institute, June 2018. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.hudson.org/files/publications/JonasFINAL.pdf  

• Mark Stokes & Russell Hsiao, The People’s Liberation Army General Political Department: Political warfare 
with Chinese characteristics, Project 2049 Institute, Arlington, VA, October 2013, 
https://project2049.net/2013/10/14/the-peoples-liberation-army-general-political-department-political-
warfare-with-chinese-characteristics/ 

Recommended Reading: 
CCP Intelligence & Influence Operations

https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-information-environment/
https://www.state.gov/gec-special-report-how-the-peoples-republic-of-china-seeks-to-reshape-the-global-information-environment/
https://www.irsem.fr/report.html
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/party-speaks-you
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Peter_Mattis_Testimony.pdf
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/Peter_Mattis_Testimony.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/magic-weapons-chinas-political-influence-activities-under-xi-jinping
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/magic-weapons-chinas-political-influence-activities-under-xi-jinping
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.hudson.org/files/publications/JonasFINAL.pdf
https://project2049.net/2013/10/14/the-peoples-liberation-army-general-political-department-political-warfare-with-chinese-characteristics/
https://project2049.net/2013/10/14/the-peoples-liberation-army-general-political-department-political-warfare-with-chinese-characteristics/
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Recommended Reading: 
CCP Intelligence & Influence Operations II

Books
• Joske, Alex. Spies and Lies: How China's Greatest Covert Operations Fooled the World. 

Hardie Grant Books, 2022.
• Peter Mattis & Matthew Brazil, Chinese Communist Espionage: An intelligence primer, 

Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, MD, 2019
• Roger Faligot, Chinese Spies: From Chairman Mao to Xi Jinping, Scribe, Melbourne, 2019
• Eftimiades, Nicholas. Chinese Espionage: Operations and Tactics. Vitruvian Press, 2020.
• Cheng, Ganyuan. Secrets Of The CCP’s United Front Work Department: Memoir Of A 

United Front Cadre. Citizen Power Initiatives for China, 2019.  Note: More historical as it 
largely covers the 60s and 70s and the United Front mission within China, but still helpful 
as it is a first-hand account. 

Articles
• Peter Mattis, ”China's Military Intelligence System is Changing," War on the Rocks, 29 December 2015. 

https://warontherocks.com/2015/12/chinas-military-intelligence-system-is-changing/ 
• Russell Hsiao, “A preliminary survey of CCP influence operations in Japan.” China Brief, 26 June 2019, 

https://www.jamestown.org/program/a-preliminary-survey-of-ccp-influence-operations-in-japan/   
• Alex Joske, “Reorganizing the United Front Work Department: New structures for a new era of diaspora 

and religious affairs work’, China Brief, 9 May 2019, https://www.jamestown.org/program/reorganizing-the-
united-front-work-department-new-structures-for-a-new-era-of-diaspora-and-religious-affairs-work/  

• Gerry Groot, ‘The rise and rise of the United Front Work Department under Xi’, China Brief, April 2018, 
https://www.jamestown.org/program/the-rise-and-rise-of-the-united-front-work-department-under-xi/  

• Alex Joske, ‘Secret police: The Ministry of Public Security’s clandestine foreign operations’, Sinopsis, 25 
January 2022,https://sinopsis.cz/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/mps0.pdf 

https://warontherocks.com/2015/12/chinas-military-intelligence-system-is-changing/
https://www.jamestown.org/program/a-preliminary-survey-of-ccp-influence-operations-in-japan/
https://www.jamestown.org/program/reorganizing-the-united-front-work-department-new-structures-for-a-new-era-of-diaspora-and-religious-affairs-work/
https://www.jamestown.org/program/reorganizing-the-united-front-work-department-new-structures-for-a-new-era-of-diaspora-and-religious-affairs-work/
https://www.jamestown.org/program/the-rise-and-rise-of-the-united-front-work-department-under-xi/
https://sinopsis.cz/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/mps0.pdf
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Insights from Big Data: Australian think tank ASPI has built an interactive portal to explore 
global influence operations including the PRC using large datasets 
https://infoops.aspi.org.au/country/china/

Collections of Case studies: 
Nepal, Kenya, Montenegro, Panama, Georgia and Greece:
• A World Safe for the Party - China's Authoritarian Influence and the Democratic Response," IRI, 2021. 

https://www.iri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/bridge-ii_fullreport-r7-021221.pdf
Brazil, Italy, Indonesia, El Salvador, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Mexico, South Africa, Solomon Islands, Zimbabwe, 
Armenia, Kiribati
• "Coercion, Capture, and Censorship: Case Studies on the CCP’s Quest for Global Influence," International Republican 

Institute, 2022. https://www.iri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/IRI-Coercion-Capture-and-Censorship-Case-Studies-on-
the-CCPs-Quest-for-Global-Influence-September-2022.pdf  

PRC Global Influence Operations - Axios 5-part investigation series - "China's Shadow Empire - 
Reshaping Global Power"
• Part 1: The Japanese island of Okinawa is caught in the middle of U.S.-China tensions https://www.axios.com/okinawa-

military-base-us-china-conflict 
• Part 2: In Tanzania, Beijing is running a training school for authoritarianism https://www.axios.com/chinese-communist-

party-training-school-africa 
• Part 3: "China’s push for influence in Micronesia tests U.S. power in the Pacific," https://www.axios.com/american-military-

chinese-competition-micronesia 
• Part 4: Inside a Beijing-linked Chinese help center in Tanzania https://www.axios.com/chinese-service-center-africa 
• Part 5: China is winning online allies in Okinawa’s independence movement https://www.axios.com/2023/12/20/rob-

kajiwara-okinawa-japan-china-independence 

Recommended Reading: 
CCP Intelligence & Influence Operations III

https://infoops.aspi.org.au/country/china/
https://www.iri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/bridge-ii_fullreport-r7-021221.pdf
https://www.iri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/IRI-Coercion-Capture-and-Censorship-Case-Studies-on-the-CCPs-Quest-for-Global-Influence-September-2022.pdf
https://www.iri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/IRI-Coercion-Capture-and-Censorship-Case-Studies-on-the-CCPs-Quest-for-Global-Influence-September-2022.pdf
https://www.axios.com/okinawa-military-base-us-china-conflict
https://www.axios.com/okinawa-military-base-us-china-conflict
https://www.axios.com/chinese-communist-party-training-school-africa
https://www.axios.com/chinese-communist-party-training-school-africa
https://www.axios.com/american-military-chinese-competition-micronesia
https://www.axios.com/american-military-chinese-competition-micronesia
https://www.axios.com/chinese-service-center-africa
https://www.axios.com/2023/12/20/rob-kajiwara-okinawa-japan-china-independence
https://www.axios.com/2023/12/20/rob-kajiwara-okinawa-japan-china-independence
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Recommended Reading: 
Cyber operations & Online Influence

China’s Evolving Cyber, Information and Aerospace Forces: 
Joe McReynolds, John Costello, “Planned Obsolescence: The Strategic Support Force In Memoriam (2015-2024),” 
China Brief, 26 April 2024. https://jamestown.org/program/planned-obsolescence-the-strategic-support-force-in-
memoriam-2015-2024/

(The now disbanded) PLA Strategic Support Force: John Chen, Joe McReynolds, and Kieran Green, “The PLA 
Strategic Support Force: A “Joint” Force for Information Operations,” in Joel Wuthnow et. al, The PLA Beyond 
Borders: Chinese Military Operations in Regional and Global Context, NDU, 2019, 151-179. 
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-borders/990-059-NDU-
PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf 

Example Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures of Indicted APT40 Actors Associated with China’s MSS Hainan State 
Security Department, CISA
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CSA_TTPs-of-IndictedAPT40-Actors-Associated-with-China-MSS-
Hainan-State-SecurityDepartment.pdf 

China has built multiple “cyber ranges” which allow it to test and improve software and TTPs, including emulating 
adversary networks Dakota Cary, "Downrange: A Survey of China’s Cyber Ranges," CSET, September 2022. 
https://cset.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/CSET-Downrange-A-Surveyof-Chinas-Cyber-Ranges-1.pdf 

Devin Thorne, "The Chinese Communist Party’s Strategy for Targeted Propaganda" Recorded Future, Recorded 
Future 28 September 2022. https://go.recordedfuture.com/hubfs/reports/ta-2022-0928.pdf;

Nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga and Michael S. Chase, "Borrowing a Boat Out to Sea: The Chinese Military's Use of 
Social Media for Influence Operations," SAIS Foreign Policy Institute, 2019. 
https://www.fpi.saisjhu.edu/_files/ugd/b976eb_ad85a42f248a48c7b0cb2906f6398e71.pdf 

https://jamestown.org/program/planned-obsolescence-the-strategic-support-force-in-memoriam-2015-2024/
https://jamestown.org/program/planned-obsolescence-the-strategic-support-force-in-memoriam-2015-2024/
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-borders/990-059-NDU-PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Portals/68/Documents/Books/beyond-borders/990-059-NDU-PLA_Beyond_Borders_sp_jm14.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CSA_TTPs-of-IndictedAPT40-Actors-Associated-with-China-MSS-Hainan-State-SecurityDepartment.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CSA_TTPs-of-IndictedAPT40-Actors-Associated-with-China-MSS-Hainan-State-SecurityDepartment.pdf
https://cset.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/CSET-Downrange-A-Surveyof-Chinas-Cyber-Ranges-1.pdf
https://go.recordedfuture.com/hubfs/reports/ta-2022-0928.pdf
https://www.fpi.saisjhu.edu/_files/ugd/b976eb_ad85a42f248a48c7b0cb2906f6398e71.pdf
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Questions?

Feel free to reach out if you have additional questions:

Peter Wood
peter.a.wood9.civ@army.mil
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